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Parami Institute of Liberal Arts and Sciences Selected to Host U.S. Fulbright Specialist in
Early 2019
Yangon, Myanmar – Parami Institute of Liberal Arts & Sciences, a non-profit educational organization based

in Yangon, has been selected as a host institution for a 2019 Fulbright Specialist through the United States
Embassy Rangoon. Parami and the U.S. Embassy have confirmed that Dr. Vladimir Briller, an experienced
higher education administrator and strategist, will serve as the appointed Specialist, focusing on strategic
planning for universities across the country. The appointment of Dr. Briller is an exciting addition to Parami
Institute’s growing advocacy work, which seeks to promote best practices in higher education across
Myanmar.
On January 27th, 2019, Dr. Briller will come to Yangon for 6 weeks, the maximum time allowed by the
Fulbright program. Over the course of his stay, he will lead two major workshops for university rectors across
the country, one in Yangon and one in Mandalay. After each workshop, Dr. Briller will work one-on-one with
university rectors to develop short- and long-term strategic plans of their own institutions. In doing so, Dr.
Briller will help to change the current higher education landscape in a way that allows individual universities
to better need student, faculty, and administrative needs.
Dr. Briller is currently serving as Executive Vice President at Higher Education Broad Spectrum Analysis, a
consulting firm for higher education institutions. Until July 2018, he served as the Executive Director of
Strategic Planning and Institutional Effectiveness at Pratt Institute in New York, a position that he held for
over a decade. In addition to his administrative work at various U.S. institutions, Dr. Briller has ample
experience working and consulting overseas, including in Vietnam, Ukraine, and Kyrgyzstan, where he
helped to develop a national Law on Higher Education alongside local stakeholders. He has also served as a
long-term consultant for the World Bank in Russia, and most recently helped them to develop a strategic plan
for Moscow’s Higher School of Economics. Through the Fulbright Specialist program, Dr. Briller will bring
years of diverse international expertise to help guide Myanmar universities.
The appointment of Dr. Briller as a Fulbright Specialist serves as a testament to Parami Institute’s recent
success as a leading voice in policy advocacy in Myanmar’s higher education sector. Generally, the Fulbright
program only assigns specialist to accredited universities; however, an exception was made for Parami based
on the strength and scope of the proposed project.
As the Ministry of Education moves towards passing new Private School and Higher Education laws, Parami
has increased its policy advocacy work to meet the needs of policymakers, university rectors, and other
stakeholders in the educational landscape. In July of 2018, Parami hosted its first Parami Workshop, a twoday intensive on accreditation and assessment geared towards university administrators, NAQAC (National
Accreditation and Quality Assurance Committee) members, and policymakers. The second Parami workshop
took place in early December 2018 and helped university rectors and administrators better understand the
principles of university autonomy. Positive reception to both workshops has encouraged Parami to expand its
policy work in 2019; the Fulbright Specialist appointment is a major part of this new initiative and is a
testament to Parami Institute’s growing presence in the broader push to make Myanmar’s higher education
system more effective, accessible, and dynamic.
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About Parami Institute
Parami Institute is a not-for-profit education institute dedicated to create change agents from all walks of life
by promoting liberal arts and sciences education. Founders of Parami Institute believe that liberal education
has a great impact on personal growth as well as societal development. As an institution that provides a broadbased education in multiple disciplines such as science, social science, arts and humanities, Parami advocates
to empower young learners with critical thinking, interdisciplinary analysis and articulate communication.
About the Fulbright Program
The U.S.-Myanmar Fulbright Program was established in 1947 and is among the first bilateral Fulbright
programs in the world. The program supports the exchange of students, scholars, fellows, and specialists
between the United States and Myanmar.
In 2018-19, seven Myanmar citizens will study in the United States on the Fulbright Foreign Student
Program; seven will participate in the Fulbright U.S.-ASEAN Visiting Scholar Initiative; and two will teach
Burmese at U.S. universities through the Fulbright Foreign Language Teaching Assistant (FLTA)
Program. Additionally, seven U.S. scholars will teach at Myanmar universities through the Fulbright U.S.
Scholar Program will bring in the 2018-19 academic year; seven Americans will collaborate with institutions
on short-term grants through the Fulbright Specialist Program; and two fellows will travel to Myanmar as part
of the Fulbright Public Policy Fellowship.
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